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I have always been ufed to read Lucan’s defcription 
of the effects of the bite of the little ferpent, called 
Seps, as fabulous, or at leaft greatly exaggerated j and 
the rather, because, as faa* as I know, fuch an ac¬ 
count is to be found in no other author. But I have 
now been an eye-witnefs to almoft the whole fcene 
of horror, fo finely painted in the following lines: 

- — . . Plages proxima circum 

Fugit rapta cutis, pallentiaque ojfa retexit: 

Membra natant fanie: furee jluxere: fine ullo 
Tegmine poples crat: femorum quoque mufculus otnnis 
Liquitur, et nigra dtfiillant inguina tabe. 

Lucan. Pharfal. Lib. ix. verf. 767. 


Wattilham, 
April 2i, 1762. 


LXXXV. ExtraEi of a fecond Letter from 
the Rev. Mr. Bones, to Dr. Baker. 

Read May 6, y Have taken all the pains I can to inform 
" 7 z * X myfelf of every circumftance, which 
may be deemed a probable caufe of the difeafe, by 
which the poor family in my parilh has been afflided. 
But, I fear, I have difeovered nothing, that will be 
fatisfadory to you. 

The following is an anfwer to your queries. 
Water.] This they have taken out of a ditch, or 
pool of ftanding-water, at their own door (as is com¬ 
mon in this clay country.) We have no fpring, or 
well, in the parilh. 

Y y y 2 Beer.| 
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Beer.] They have generally bought their beer at a 
public-houfe. But, in Auguft laft, the poor man 
brewed two bufliels of malt, in a large brafs kettle, 
which is very commonly let out to the poor. It is an 
old one, but belongs to a cleanly houiewife. 

Bread.] We have no rye. This family have been 
ufed to buy two bufhels of clog-wheat , or rivets , or 
bearded-weat , (as it is varioufly called in this county) 
every fortnight. Of this they have made their house¬ 
hold bread. This wheat they have bought of the 
farmer, whom I lodge with, who tells me, that laft 
year he had fome wheat laid\ which he gathered, 
and threflied feparately, left it ftiould fpoil his faniples. 
Not that it was mildewed, or grown, but only dis¬ 
coloured, and fmaller than the other. This damaged 
wheat he threfhed laft Chriftmas; and then this poor 
family ufed no bread, but what was made of it, as 
likewife did the farmer’s own family, and fome others 
in the neighbourhood. We obferved, that it made 
bad bread, and worfe puddings j but I do not find, 
that it difagreed with any body. A labouring man of 
the parilh, who had ufed this bread, was affected with 
a 'numbnefs in both his hands, for about four weeks 
from the ninth of January. His hands were con¬ 
tinually cold, and his fingers ends peeled. One 
thumb, he fays, ftill remains without any fenfation. 

Kitchen utenfils.} They have two fmall iron pots, 
which have long been in ufe. In thefe they boiled 
their pork, peafe, &c. They have likewife two brafs 
Jkillets , rather old, in which they boiled milk, &c. 
The man tells me, they are in conftant ufe, and never 
were cankered\ 

Peafe.] 
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Peafe.] They have now and then eaten peafe and 
peafe-broth. Thefe they have always bought, as 
others do, at the /hop: and they have never difagreed 
with any of the family, except only on Sunday, Ja- 
nuary io. Three of the children were then lick after 
eating them ; but became eafy after they had vo¬ 
mited. 

Pork.] This, I find, they generally bought pickled, 
of the farmer, whom I lodge with. The farmer’s 
family, and feveral others, have conltantly eaten it. 

In this part of the country, there is a great deal of 
old ewe-mutt on, killed between the fir ft of November 
and January, fome of which is very poor, and rotten, 
and is ufually fold at three halfpence, or perhaps one 
penny, a pound. In December laft, this family lived 
for three weeks, at leaft, upon this mutton, of which 
they bought a quarter at a time, weighing feven or 
eight pounds, for one /hilling. 

The man is fo prepo/Te/fed with notions of witch¬ 
craft, and is fo obftinate in his opinion, that I cannot 
excite in him even a defire of attributing, this difeafe 
to any other caufe. 

Since my laft letter to you, Mary, (aged fixteen) 
who fat for fourteen weeks in a great chair, and for 
feven days without any feet, or flefh on her leg-bones, 
has confented to have the bones taken off. She is 
now in bed: the abfcefs is healing, and Ihe feems 
likely to do well. 

The father’s fingers are almoft healed. But he 
every day feels fevere darting pains in many parts of 
his body. 

The mother lies in bed, with her leg-bones bare, 
which /lie will not fuffer to be taken off. Her hands 

are 
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arc mil benumbed, but not black. Her fingers ar® 
con traded. The reft of the family feem to be re¬ 
covering perfed health. 

Wattiiham, 

April 30, 1762. 

There is, in VHijloire de 1 'Academic Roy ale des 
Sciences , for the year 1710, a paper, the title of 
which is, Sur le * bled cornu appelle Ergot. Here it 
is faid, that M. Noel, furgeon of the Hotel-Dieu at 
Orleans, had fent an account to a member of the 
academy, that, within about a year’s time, he had 
received into the hofpital more than fifty patients af¬ 
flicted d'une gangrene feche , noire, et livide, which 
began at the toes, and advanced more or lefs, being 
fbmetimes continued even to the thighs •, and that he 
had only feen one patient, who had been firft feized 
with it in the hand. He adds, that he obferved, that 
this difeafe affeded the men only; and that, in ge¬ 
neral, the females, except fome very young girls, 
were quite free from it. 

In the fame paper is mentioned, as a fad well 
known to the academy, the cafe of a peafant, who 
lived near Blois. In this patient, a gangrene, at its 
firft attack, deftroyed all the toes of one foot, then 
thofe of the other, afterwards the remaining parts of 
both feet; then the flefh of both his legs, and that 
of his thighs, rotted off fuccefiively, and left nothing 
but bare bones. 


* Seeale corniculatum nigrum, mentioned as a poifon by 
Hoffman. 

The 
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The gentlemen of the academy were of opinion, 
that the difeafe (of which M. Noel had fent an ac¬ 
count) was produced by bad nourilhment, particu¬ 
larly by bread, in which there was a great quantity 
of ergot *. This fubftance is defcribed by M. Fagon, 
firft phyficia’n to the King, and is faid by him to be 
a kind of monfter in vegetation, which a particular 
fort of rye, fown in March, is more apt to produce, 
than what is fown in the autumn, and which often 
abounds in moift cold countries, and in wet feafons. 
How far it is true, that this fubftance was really the 
caufe of the French epidemical gangrene defcribed, 
I cannot determine. On companion, we find, that 
the prefent difeafe at Wattilham, and that recorded 
by the French academy, do agree extremely in their 
effedts. However, it is now certain, that rye made 
no part of the nourilhment of the poor family at 
Wattilham. 

Although we undoubtedly excel the antients in the 
knowledge of poifons, yet a great deal of that fubjedt 
ftill remains unknown to us. It will, therefore, be 
very difficult for us to difcover, to what caufe, or to 
what combination of caufes, fo uncommon a malady 
is to be attributed. 


* This degenerated rye is called ergot, from its refemblance 
to a cock’s fpur. 


LXXXVX Qh~ 




